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89 HAT due Regard which Age © 
ig TD 1 25 mands, and that modeſt Diſtance, 
which gray Hairs claim from Youth, 
SIDES forbid me to addreſs our Reverend 
and Aged Fathers in the Miniſtry, concerning 
the Subject of this Paper: Nor dare I indulge 
myſelf the Freedom, directly attempting, to in- 


ſtruct my Teachers in the Manner of preaching 


the Goſpel. Becauſe, as I almoſt reſign my 
Hope, of being able to redreſs what I judge 
amiſs in their Manner: So I firmly truſt, that 
the Lord Chriſt, the brighteſt beer leg in their 
Matter, will cover their Defects with a Mantle 
of Love; and meet them now in the Evening, 
to help gathering home their little Flocks to his 
own Land. 
And tho? I am apt to fear, that the ſlovenly 
Practice of reading Chriſt, inſtead of preaching 
him, gives ſome Umbrage to the free Spirit of 
Grace: Yet I fear not, but ſome of theſe ſame 
Readers, will, under a Covert of Mercy, return 
from the Harveſt, bearing their Sbeaves with Foy. 
* For the Biſhop of Souls can cally overlap all 
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BH otwithſtanding the_ charitable. Sengi- 
e J Wld enter th of Reading- Pf chers 


in the general, the Reſpect I owe to the A; ge. 


"among, them, and the Experience I have hace? ” 
the Learning and Piety of ſome of them; I ap- _ 


prehend it my Duty, to avow my Diſſent, from 
the diſagreeable Circumſtance of reading their 
Sermons from the Pulpit, | 


However, in regard, I am altogether unquali- 


fied to argue that Point with them; IT would 


plainly and honeſtly give you my preſent Senti- 


ments relating to it, with this View, that if they 
are wrong, you would inſtruct me, and if they 
are juſt, you would forbear reading your Diſ- 


courſes to the People : A Circumſtance in preach- 
ing the Goſpel, which, I think, has no Precedent 


in ſacred or profane Hiſtory, which in Divinity 
or Philoſophy, carries nothing deſirable in it; 


which is offenſive to Thouſands, and profitable 
to none: And if I ſhould only make it appear 
probable, that it is fo far from anſwering any 
valuable Purpoſes, that it naturally tends to bad 
ones; J have ſuch a good Opinion of your Senſe. 
and Piety, as to hope you'll drop it. 
Vu are in the Vineyard; it is the Loxp's, who 


Claims your Innocence and Prudence, by the one 


to do no Harm, and by the other to do Good: 
Your Wiſdom and Will, the one to direct your 


Meaſures, the other to work earneſtly. You are 


entered on your Labour, your awful Taſk, your 
Work 1s great, your Strength 1s but ſmall, your 
Time ſhort, Therefore every Circumſtance pro- 
miſing Succeſe, ought to be embraced z and every 
Appearance of Indolence and InaRtivity guarded 
agalult: Becauſe hc that works, if he works de- 
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reitfully, is threatned with the Curſe, Conſe- 
quently, if reading your Notes, inſtead of preach- 
ing the Goſpel, ſhould, upon Examination, appear 
to carry an Air of Lazineſs and Sloth; or even 
create a Suſpicion in others, that it does: I am 
rſuaded, that you'll not only avoid it, but 
judge it a pardonable Preſumption, when I ſay:; 
That, all who know the uſe of Language, 
know alſo, that the Terms Reading and Speating, 
convey two diſtinct Ideas or Notions; and have 
been in all Ages, in all Places, and by all Perſons, 
applied to diſtinct Purpoſes. The Term Speaking, 
when uſed in ſacred or profane Hiſtory, ſo far as 
I remember, never includes the Notion of Reading. 
If this be granted, as I think it muſt; it follows: 
Tf Speaking the Goſpel and Preaching the Goſpel, 
in Scripture Language, convey to us but one and 
the ſame Idea or Notion, as to the Manner of 
Delivery; and if that one Idea or Notion, ex- 
_ cludes the Notion of Reading, or is quite diſtinct 
from it: Then, thoſe who introduce the Notion 
of Reading into Preaching, or practically make 
them one and the ſame, do introduce a Notion 
into Preaching, which Gop has quite left out. 
That Speaking the Goſpel, and Preaching the 
Goſpel, convey to us but one and the ſame Idea, 
appears from the following Scripture Paſſages, | 
« Praying that God woulg open unto us a Door 
of Utterance, to ſpeak the Myſtery of Chriſt.“ * 
„Grant unto thy Servants, that with all Bold- 
% neſs they may ſpeak thy Word.“ f © And they 
fate the Word of Gop with Boldnefs.” „We 
„ were bold in our Gop to ſpeak unto you the 
* Goſpel of Chriſt,”}} Thus, it is clear that the 
= 5 a 
Eil ir. z. + W. 29, 31. | 1 he i 2, 


ynonimous 
hiſtorical and natural Difference between Speaking 


(61. 


Phraſes Speaking and Preaching the Goſ pel are 


S z and it is equally clear, from the 


and Reading, that the one Idea theſe two Phraſes 


convey to us, excludes the Notion of Reading. 


For, when Gop gave the Law from Mount 


Sinai, it is ſaid, he talked, or ſpoke with the 


People; when that ſame Law was committed to 


Tables, it is always faid to be read, not ſpoke 
or preached, What Moſes, by command from 

; the Lord, ſpeaks to the Nee he does nat read; 
but what the Lord commands him to write, 
That, he and all ſucceſſive Prophets, Prieſts and 
Loevites, are ſaid to read in the Audience of the 


People.“ When Baruch had wrote on a Roll of 


"= 6x all the Words of the Lo R D, from 


Jeremiab's Mouth, he is not commanded to go 


| ſpeak or preach that which he had writ ; but to 


go © read in the Roll, in the Ears of all Judah.“ +. 


TCnzgisr's ſtanding up for to read the Law in 
the Synagogue of Nazareth, according to his 
Cuſtom; and his cloſing the Book, and preach- 
ing the Goſpel, according to Iaiab's Prophecies, 


are accurately diſtinguiſhed in the Fourth of 


Lute's Goſpel, The Sermons that the Apoſtles 
committed to writing, are ſaid to be read in the 


Churches, never ſaid to be ſpoke or preached. In 


' Hort, Speaking, Prophecying, Preaching, is recorded 
as a diſtinft Manner of delivering ſacred Meſ- 


ſages, from that of reading them, And I think, 


tho' in their own Nature they were the fame, 
Gov's making them two, by Report only, obliges 
us to keep them ſo ; if we don't aſſign unanſwer- 


able Reafons for their heing one and the ſame, 


which | 
*. Exod. xx. 22. + Nehem. ix. 3, 


HA Es 
which we can never do, becauſe they are alſo 
diſtin& in their own 8 _ 1 
Speaking, Propbecying, Preaching, is a Perſon's 
uttering © pronouncing Words or Sounds with 


his Mouth; his Judgment regulating the Cha- : 


racters of thoſe Words, on his Memo 
Imagination, not on a Roll before his 
Eyes, as Baruch tells the Princes of Fudab con- 
cerning Feremiahb.® This diſtin Notion, the Term 
| Speaking, &c. throughout the ſacred Hiſtory, 
naturally conveys to us. And I think, we can- 


not find in all the Scripture, one Inſtance where 
the Term Speaking includes the Notion of 
Reading, or conveys any other Notion to us, than 


that excluſive one deſcribed, except when it is 


uſed in a figurative Senſe, But what clears up 
tao us this natural Diſtinction is, that in our Ex- 
perience, we know, Reading to be performed, 
by Importation of a Flux of Images, by media» - 
tion of the Eyes, to the Imagination only : 
and Speaking to be done, by Exportation of a 
Train of Ideas, pick*d up by the Judgment im- 


mediately from the whole Soul. Now, if this 


Diſtinction between Reading and Preaching, be 
really in Nature, and ſtated in ſacred Writ z ſure, 


making the one include the other, or 
them the ſame, is a blending together, for Con- 


veniency, what Nature and Grace have for Con- 
veniency put aſunder : Which Compoſition, I 


am perſuaded, no real or pretended Weakneſs of 


Memory, can ſufficiently juſtify, in regard God 


does not deprive us of Judgment too. 


Having faid, chat Speaking and Preaching the 
"Goſpel, convey to us but one Idea, and this Idea 


- 


_ "excluſive of Reading, the Difference between 
5 3 | them 
® Jer. M. 18. fn 
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chem being ſtated, both in ſacred Hiſtory and 
natural Philoſophy : I would farther enquire, 
Whether it appears in the Practice of Maſes and 
the Prophets, of Currsr and his Apoſtles, that 
5 5 55 includes Reading, or in other Words. 
whether theſe Ambaſſadors from Gop, did their 45 
MNieſſages by Word of Mouth? 
That Moſes and the Prophets, Gelpath and his 
Apoſtles, delivered their Meſſages without Notes, 
will be readily granted, with this weakning Li- 
mitation of their Example, (i. e.) that they were 
extraordinary Perſons, of extraordinary Abilities, 


to enable them for extraordinary Services. That 


they were extraordinary Perſons, Cc. is ver 
true; but it is by no Means ſo, that delivering 
their Diſcourſes to the People, without the pre- 
ſent Help of written Rolls, was a Piece of extra- 
ordinary Conduct too: Becauſe the whole Jewyb 
and Cbriſtian Clergy, with the ordinary Aſſiſt- 
ances of Nature and Grace, did ſo likewiſe. 
het the Jewiſh Clergy did fo, appears from 
their reading, firſt, © in the Roll, in the Law of 
« God diſtin&tly,”” and then, giving the Senſe, 
= and cauſing the People to underſtand the Read- 
&« ing,” by the Speaking, or Preaching, not by the 
Reading itlelf; unleſs we ſuppoſe they had Monthly 
and Weekly Rolls, or Tables, in which they read 


the Senſe of the other Reading: Which. Notion, | 


I think, will find but, little Credit, with the 
greateſt Lover of Reading in Britain. 
That, the Primitive Chriſtian Clergy did fol- 
: low the paperleſs Method of Preaching. appears, 
from their having two diſtinct Orders of Church 
Officers, the one appointed to read the Prophets 
and r with the Wange of other eminent 
and 


TS] 
and godly Men, and the other, to explain or 
expound a Part of, or the Whole of what was 


read, this being their uſual way of Preaching. 
Fuſtin Martyr * tells us, when the Reader had 


ended, the Miniſter made a Sermon agreeable to 


thoſe excellent Things which had been read, 
Now, if the one was always called the Reader, 
and that he frequently read the Writings and 


the Sermons of godly Men; why not the Week- 


Iy Writings of his own Miniſter, if they were at 
all to be read in Pulpit ? The Caſe was, tho? the 
Miniſter ſhould have writ his Sermons, as he 
rarely did, they were never read in publick by 

_ himſelf, or by any other Perſon in his hearing; 


EL but when the Lx croR had read Part of the holy 
| Scripture, and ſometimes other pious Writings | 


ſuitable to the Occaſion, the Miniſter ſucceeded, 
and pronounced his Mind agreeably to what was 
read, + Tertullian tells us, that Scriptures were 
read, Pſalms ſung, and then, Sermons pronounced, 
or more literally, SPEAKINGS 10 the People, u- 
tered, not read. 

I am apt to think, that theſe primitive Servants 
of CHRIS, would judge it a Miſmanagement 
of their Time, to write down, every Week, ſome- 

times one, two, or three whole Chapters, with 
the diſtinct Expoſition of every Portion inter- 
| ſperſed ; which they muſt have done, if they 
were to read them: Or, if they ſhould not write 

the Scriptures, but the Expoſition only, th 
muſt have judged it pretty indecent, to be ut. 
fling their Eyes, from right to left, and back 
again from their Bibles to their Notes, Sc. And, 
B 1 1 can't 
F. Wr Ul. p. 98. 1 8 z. p-. 5 30. Scripture 


leguntur, Pſalmi canuntur, Adloqutiones proferuntur. 
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EF © | 


J can't help ſuſpecting, that the Apprehenſion of 


this Indecency, has greatly contributed to turn 
that laudable primitive Practice of expounding 


the Scripture, out of Favour with us ; becauſe 
if a Perſon is reſolved to read, it is certainly 


more eaſy, as well as decent, to write from a | 


ſingle Text, all the Scripture Paſſages that natu- 

rally occur in Courſe of 

- quently to hold his Eyes ſteady, in Pulpit, to one 
Book only. But be that as it will, it is certain, 
that all the Accounts we have of the Cle L 
and Worſhip of the Primitive Churches, dont 


Studying: And conſe- 


furniſh us with the remoteſt Suſpicion, that the 


Practice of reading Sermons was known in thoſe 
Days. | 8 
— — And as the Primitive Fathers knew nothing 
| of it, fo their Succeſſors in all After-Ages knew | 
as little of it; and even in this Age, as far as we 
| know, there is no Denomination of Clergy, 
\ Greek or Latin, Papiſt or Proteſtant, in any Na- 
tion (England excepted) that gives into this 


unprecedented Method of reading their Diſcourſes 


to the People, for Preaching. And by the way, 

we may obſerve, that whatever Errors, doctrinal 
or practical, Teachers of Chriſtianity have laps'd 
into, the mentioned Practice carried too much 
of the childiſh Air with it, to find Acceſs to 
their Schemes. Nothing, I think, could have 
prevented the lazy temporizing Prieſts of Rome 
| trom embracing that Circumſtance, but either that 
they did not think of it, or which is more pro- 


bable, diſcover*d ſomething ridiculous in it, con- 
ſiſting neither with their Character, or common 


= 


[ 11 |] 
If no Denomination of Teachers ſince the 
Commencement of the Jewiſh or Chriftian Re- 
ligion to this Day, have or do uſe the reading 
Way, excepting the Clergy of England; one 
ſhould be apt to think, that a ſecret Neceſſity 
ariſing from the Climate, the Conſtitution, the 
natural and religious Teaſt of the Inhabitants, 
muſt be fix'd on, to warrant this peculiar Prac- 


| tice: Were it not, that we experience the Cli- 


mate of England, to have no pernicious Influ- 
| ence on the Bodies or Intellectuals of the In- 
| habitants: On the contrary, they may juſtly 


compare with their Neighbour Nations, for 


Health of Body, Soundneſs of Judgment, 
Clearneſs of Reaſon, Fruitfulneſs of Imagina- 
tion, Strength of Memory, and Application of 


; Thought. So that the reading Method can never 
be warranted from the Climate, Sc. and as little 


| from the natural or religiousTeaſt of the Nation; 


not from their natural Teaſt, which we are to 


judge of by the Practice of the Bench, Bar and 
| Stage, where Readers of Harrangues, Debates 
and Plays, would be judg*d none of the moſt. 
| graceful Performers, according to the natural 
| Teaſt of the Hearers : Not from their religious 
I Teaſt, both becauſe Reading of the Goſpel, has 
never obtain'd among them, till of late Years, 
and becauſe at this Day, there is ſcarce a judi- 
cious Perſon in the Kingdom, who would prefer 
hearing a Sermon read, to hearing that ſame Ser- 
mon preach*d, with equal Accuracy, leſs Child- 
\ſhneſs, and more Life. 
I own, there are Multitudes, better Judges of 
_ Expreſſion, than of Matter and Manner, who 
fie * to think every * orderly that is —* 
2 an 


[rn] 

and every Thing that is preach'd, the quite reverſe 
| becauſe their Miniſter once told them, he could 
never preach right without his Notes, and therefore 
(think they) no other Perſon can; or, becauſe 


they were Eye and Ear-Witneſſes, when Mr. V. T 
mild a THOU, anda THE, and an AND, yea, ſaid 


the ſame Word twice over: Whereas their Intel- 


lectuals did not ſerve them, when Mr. B. thro“ | 


_ miſtake, miſs'd half a Page, and when Mr. G. 
turn*d over two Leaves inſtead of one. But | 
_ theſe I turn out of the Argument, as ſtript of | 


both the natural and religious Teaſt of the whole 


calculated more by Uſe, and want of Thought, 


to hold any Non, than to judge whether it be | 
juſt and reaſonable. Leeds conclude, that 
this ſingular Practice did not proceed from the 


Cauſes mentioned, but muſt owe its Birth to 


bother Parents. 


Lam of Opinion, this Fear and Vanity begot | 
it upon Lezineſs, by occaſion of ſome tolerated, 


tho? undeſirable Incidents, ſuch as Maſters of | 


Univerſities, indulging Students to read their | 
3 Lectures in Publick, and claſſical | 
ectings of the Clergy, indulging Candidates 
for the Miniſtry, reading their exigetical and 
homilitical Exerciſes ; eſpecially Congregations, 
in Complaiſance to a Popiſh perſecuting Reign, 
indulging their Minifters to write and read every 
Word they ſpoke from Pulpit: "Tho? Neceſſity 
_ ariſing from a Principle of Self-preſervation, did 
make that, and other Acts of Obedience, juſti 
fable in them, which can by no Means be ſo 
their Succefſors, the Cauſe being removed; un 
leſs we apply the Scripture Metaphor to a blood 
female Perſecutor, and ſay, tho? ſhe is dead, fh 


” v4 


W. >” 


of Accuſer of the Brethren, 
it is a light Matter to me to be judged of Men, 


1 


But ſhe is gone to her Place; 


yet ſpeaketh, Sc. 
and J ſhould think, that Reading of Sermons, an 
Effect of her Cruelty to Souls, ought to drop 

along with her, to eternal Forgetſulneſs 


However, tho? the civil Enemy is no more, 


the moral ones of laviſh Feer, Vanity, and Self- 
praiſe, Lazineſs, and diſtruſt in God, continue to 
nurſe it; Uſe and Cuſtom have given It a Sanc- 


tion: So that now it is eſteemed ſuch a univer- 
ſally polite Thing, ſuch a faſhionable Slight of 


Hand, that the very Uſe of it occaſtons ſuch a 


Fransformation of Pulpit-Men, as ſcarce to leave 


Room for Judgment to diſtinguiſh the Man of 
Parts and Piety, from the muſical Reader: Be- 
_ cauſe 1T alone gives ſuch a magically falſe, yet 
more advantagious Luſtre to the /atter, than all 
his Gifts and Grace give to the former. 
thus it reigns without controul, tho? 
| Degree, at the Expenſe of Precept and Example, 
of Grace and Nature, of Reaſon and good Senſe; 
that a Perſon who would be hardy enough to 
attempt ſtopping its Courſe, runs a great Riſque 


of being ſtigmatiſed with the odious Epithet 


he that judgeth me is the Loxp, and therefore 
I ſubmit the Deciſion of this Point to Jzsvs of 


Nazareth, the living WIrNESss, and the living 
Jup, yea in this Caſe, the Judge and Party, 

the RuLe of Righteouſneſs, and the righteous 
Jupcs, I fear not, but he will graciouſly dif- 
tinguiſh my Defects, and pardon them, from 
ir, both in what I have 
 faid, andi in what I am humbly to ſug ggeſt further. 


my Intention, and juſtify i 


Such as, 
That 


And 
in ſome 


But for my part, 


1 — 
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That humans; yea ſcripturally Speaking, 
Reading of Sermons from Pulpit, leaves not 
that Freedom of Acceſs for the SPIRIT of Grace, 

which alone, makes preaching the Goſpel effectual 
to the Salvation of Souls; becauſe, there being 
in the Method of Grace, an orderly Series of 
Means connected with the End, viz. Salvation, 
which in its Order and Manner of uling it, is 
wiſely appointed of Gop, not only Miniſters 
are confined to uſe thoſe Means, as they lie 
in Order by divine Inſtitution, and to uſe them 

in the appointed Manner, but the Spixir of GOD 
makes them effectual in the ſame Order and 

Manner, and no otherwiſe, in his ordinary Way: 

And if Miniſters ſhould take from, or add to 
that Train of Means ſo divinely order'd, or uſe 
one, or all of them in a Manner different from 
that which is appointed, their ſo doing, is always 
to be ſuſpected, as a Nuiſance to the SpixIr of 
Grace, who ordinarily applys the Means to their 
End, in the wiſely fram'd Order and Manner. 
Hence, ſo many Cautions from Heaven, not to 
add to, or diminiſh from what the Lord 
commanded ;* and a Curſe threatned to the 
Guilty. 
Fence, in particular, are ſo many Cautions 
from our Lon p to his Diſciples, | concerning the 
Matter and Manner of Praying, with an Intima- 
tion, that the Phariſaical Prayers were not owned 
of Gop, by reaſon, not only of their Self- glorious 
Intention, but alſo of the Manner of performing 
them; and I think it cannot be juſtly denied, 
that the Generality of our Teachers, do actually 
vary from the Scripture Manner, with regard ”- 
that 


» Dent. xii. 32. + Rev. xxii. 19. | Matth. vi. 


| 15 ] 

that Ordinance of Preaching : Conſequently we 
may juſtly fear, that their ſo doing, occaſions a 
Leanneſs of Soul in our ſolemn Aſſemblies, Again, 
While Miniſters are in the Body, they are on 

a Level with their Brethren, in not knowing but 


in Part, not ſeeing but in Part thoſe Truths, 
that in the Method of Grace, are moſt adapted 


to the various Caſes of Saints and Sinners; it is 


therefore, that the Comforter is promiſed, not 
only to apply the Truths they know, but to lead 


them, on all proper Occaſions, to thoſe neceſſary 


ones they know not: Conſequently, if Miniſters 
ſhould confine the Spirit of Gop, to ſuggeſt to 
them in Private, all that they were to read in 
Public, and in Fact, to deny him Acceſs to lead 
chem to one freſh Thought in Time of Action, 
only aſk a Bleſſing from him, on what he is ſaid 
to give in Private; I think it were but juſt, that 
he neither ſhould give them in Private, nor bleſs 


What he gave not; becauſe Vanity, and the en- 
ſnaring Fear of Man, prevailed with them to 


rob him of his publick Work, in order to per- 


form their own. the better. 


It is true, the Loxp may, and does direct to 


_ that in Private, which he may, and does bleſs in 


Publick; but for a Miniſter, ſo to order his 


Diſcourſes, as to leave no room for any freſh 
Intelligence from Heaven, is in Fact, to ſay, 
« Lord, hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no further, 


here ſhall thy Directions be ſtayed.” How ↄ 
provoking this Conduct, and how inconſiſtent 


with the Character of thoſe, who would other- 
wiſe live according to the Spirit, I leave them- 


ſelves to judge. As for thoſe, who ſeem neither 
to believe or feel, any ſupernatural Direction in 


their 
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their publick or private Miniſtrations, with theit 


Leave, I ſpeak not to them, but to thoſe who 
believe, and on ſome Occaſions experienc*d the 


promis'd Light of an invilible Gop : Such only, 
will underſtand me, yea bear with me, when 1 
ſay further, 


That the Practice of reading Sermons, puts 


the Reader under a ſtrong and almoſt inavoidable 
Temptation, to uſe ſeveral Petitions in public 


Prayer, that carry an Air of Impertinence, Irony, 


"= W@ both, ſuch as, that Gop would direct and 


&« lead to Truth, and enable to ſpeak the Truth _ 


as it is in Jesus, ſpeak as the Oracles of Gop, 
ct ſtrengthen in the inner Man, Sc.“ Theſe 
and the like Petitions are, in my Judgment, 


worſe than unintelligible, from one who writes 
all he preaches, and "preaches none but what he 


reads from Pulpit. What Direction to his Judg- 
meat, what Light to his Underſtanding, does he 


aſk > He is reſolved to judge, and ſee no more 


to Day, than he writ in puro the Day before. 


Does he want, that the Spirit of Gop ſhould in- 
form tis Judgment, refreſh his Memory, and 
guard the Doors of his Lips from uttering Falſ- 
hoods ? It cannot be, becauſe every Truth, neceſ- 


| tary on that Occaſion, is ſeen and judged of 
al:eady z the Images lying in due Form on the 
Paper, the Memory has no concern in the Matter, 
the Teugus can act its Part, naturally, on hat, 
as well as on all other Occaſions. Does he only 
want, that Gop ſhould preſerve the regular Uſe 
of his Judgment, Tongue and Eyes? This is cer- 
 rainly a good Prayer, but impertinent, becauſe it 

has no more Relation to the Miniſter's publick 


Work, than to his private Occaſions. What 
= 1 hazard 


{ | 17 ] 


| "Hazard do his Reaſon, Tongue and Bes run when 


in Pulpit, more than at other Times? And are 


not the whole Congregation as much concerned 


in that Prayer as he? Why then is it put up for 
the Miniſter peculiarly, and why in Time of 
_ preaching particularly? Does he want to be di- 
realy inſpir'd, to throw away his Papers, and 
leave himſelf quite deſtitute of Matter ? It ean- 
not be, both becauſe this were a tempting of 
 Gop, and becauſe without a plain miraculous 
Compulſion, the Miniſter won't part with his 
Papers; and the Spirit of Gap engages not in 
ſuch Inſtances of open Violence, If ſo, then the 


_ -" Miniſter muſt pray, not with the Underſtanding, 


and doing ſo is ſinful, as it is ſhameful 3: or have 
a ſecret Meaning, making theſe Petitions con- 


| fiſt with reading. This indeed is probable, be- 
{| cauſe Man is prone to invent a Reconciliation 
wjhere there is none, between his beloved Practice 


and its Oppoſite : When a Romiſh Prieft was 
aſk*d, How he could reconcile ſaying, Our Father 
_ which art in Heaven, &c. to a Saint, with his 
Duty of ſaying it to God alone? He anſwered, 
It was eaſily done, becauſe in good Manners we 
call'd any old pious Man on Earth our Father, 
and when ſuch old Man was in Heaven, we 
might warrantably ſay to him, our Father which 
art in Heaven, &c. And as warrantably, I think, 
can a Miniſter put up the aboye-mention*d Pe- 

titions under the Circumſtance of Reading: for 

whatever his ſecret Meaning is, if it be not the 
Scripture Meaning, it is unwarrantable, and 
therefore ſinful : And whatever Manner of Preach- 
ing occaſions ſuch ſinful Meaning, ought to be 
avoided as a Snare; and whatever Conduct in 
/ Ee — Praying 
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- Praying or Preaching, expoſes one to a Neceſſity 
of Sinning, cannot be of Gop; and that the 
Practice of reading does fo, is to me paſt doubt: 


For on the one Hand, if a reading Miniſter does By 
not addreſs God in publick Prayer, for the 


Direction of the promiſed Spirit, he, ſo far, 


- practically diſowns all ſuch Direction and Influ- | 
_ -rence, conſequently Sins; on the other Hand, if 
he addreſſes God, as already mentioned, his fo | 
doing carries ſomething impertinent and fnful 
in it, on the firſt Conduct he is never right, 
and on the laſt ever wrong: For my Part, if I | 
were a Reader, I ſhould rather embrace that ex- 
- horting prayerleſs Form in uſe with ſome of our | 
. eſtabliſhed Clergy, Let us pray, and let us pray, 


and l us pray, for this, for that, and for the 


third Claſs of Mankind; and I would add, let us 
"pray for the Miniſter, i. e. I would mention and 
exhort to what ſhould be done, but never do it, | 
for fear of ſinning; even tho? upon Reflection, 
I could not help finding this ſame Form unſcrip- | 
tural: But further, as this Practice of reading 
carries ſuch an Air of Provocation in Preaching, | 
Impertinence and Irony in Prayer, as may juſtly 


offend the Spirit of Gop, So 


It offers a murdering Violence to the Spirit be 


Man, in time of preaching; the Imagination is 
x check'd, having little to do, all the neceſſary 
Images being already ranged, in the due ſucceſſive 


Order, on the Paper before it, by Mediation of | 
the Eyes. The Underſtanding having acted its 
Part Yeſterday, and no Bufineſs for it to Day, | 

but only permit a ſucceſſive Flood of ſtale Ideas 
_ paſs through it, as Water through a Pipe. The | 


x . e untouched, for when the Judgment gets 
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no freſh Circumſtance of a Thought from the 
Memory and Imagination, to work upon imme 


| diately, the rational Affectious never move. The: 


Will has nothing to chooſe or - refuſe; having 
choſe every neceſſary Word and Phraſe, as well. 
as neceſſary Matter and Manner, the Day before, 
only the general Choice of reading the Paper 
gracefully, rather than ſlovenly, The Memory 
is quite barren, wild and uſeleſs, as a Bullock; 
unaccuſtom'd to the Yoke, The whole Soul is 
overwhelm'd with a Species of Sleep, during the 


Time of preaching, and forced to produce out- 
ward Motions, without inward Materials, which 


tho? it argues a Man to be awake, never ſhows 
him to be in earneſt, _ 

Now, granting that twenty Inſtances of the 
5 Clergy? general Management, were attended 
with partial Good to the Hearers, yet if one 
publick Piece of their Conduct may be thought 
offenſive to the Spirit of God, and injurious 
to their own, it may alſo be preſumed to be 
attended with partial Evil to the People. Tho? 
the Diſſenting Clergy, in Imitation of their 
Brethren of the eſtabliſh'd Church, read their 
Sermons, yet having not commenc'd the Length 
of reading Prayers, give ſome room to the Spi- 
rit of God, and their own rational Faculties in 
Prayer; which manly, as well as pious Con- 
duct, is follow'd with this partial Good, that 
of the few ſerious Perſons in the Nation, they 
have at leaſt ſix to one; but on the other hand, 
if they ſhould continue the Practice of reading 


their Diſcourſes, it is to me more than probable, 


that as wh their twelve to one were reduced 
to . o their ſix will be reduced to one, for 
1 5 one: 


L 20 
: Therefore, I think, it was great Pity 


* the Reverend Dr. Watt, in his Cauſes of 
the Decay of the Diſſenting Tntereſt, did not fix 


on that Practice as the principal Cauſe ; for if | 


Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts, equally offend 
in the Particular of doing their Meſſage in pub- 


lick, it is a rational Concluſion, that the for- = 


mer will carry the Day, having more tempo- 
ral Advantages of their Side, the People who 


are apt to judge by outward Appearances, not 


knowing the Odds between reading Prayers and * 


reading Sermons, will, from a ſecret and natu- | 
ral Appetite to Intereſt, Character and Pomp, 
fall in with them, and in Proceſs of Time, 


from a ſtill more ſecret and natural Spring, diſ- 


; regars both Prayer and Preaching. But this | 
That the reading! Condust has been attended 


Wick partial Evil to the People, appears highly E 


probable, from the preſent religious Face of the 


Nation. The Gift, the Grace, the Voice of | 


Prayer, are drove away under Diſgrace, from 


almoſt. all the Families in England; a ſecret | 


ſurfeiting Indifferency to the Gift, the Grace, 


the Voice of Preaching has taken Poſſeſſion of . | 
the Minds of the People; fo that on a View of 


the Whole, we ſhall find the Bulk of the Nation 


reduc'd to a Species of baptiz*d Heathens : And | 


if we ſhould enquire what are the viſible Springs 


of this viſible Evil, the Nonconformiſts will : 
readily anſwer, That a rubrical Confinement to | 
reading of Prayers, has been the Ruin of Prayer | 


in England; and ſay I, why not a voluntary 
Confinement to reading of Sermons, prove as 
fatal to r For as by the former, Ta 

as 
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has been nies to think, that it was juſt as 
_ Chriſtian to read a Prayer at Home, as to hear 
one read Abroad; ſo by the latter, a ſecond 
has been under the like Temptation, to think 
that reading a Sermon at Home, anſwered alt 
the Purpoſes of reading one Abroad; hence 
the one turn'd Carclefs, and the other from 
being Careleſs, to be profane; and tho? neither 
of them did ke their ' gradual Removes”: from. 


Gop, and the various Occaſions that! afforded 


Motion to their Corruption, yet ſurely ſuch 
there were, and as ſure it is, God will requitelit 
at the Hands of thoſe who laid anrequired, un- 
neceſſary Occaſions of Evil before them; and 


tho? their Contempt of Gov and their own 


Souls, ſhould have been begun, and carried on 


by a thouſand different Cauſes, if Miniſters 
| ſhould throw in but one of ſuch Cauſes, by 
any unneceſſary Conduct, they are fo fat charge- | 
able with the Evil: And if unprecedented; unre- 
quired Reading, ſhould prove any Cauſe of ſuch 
Contempt of Goſpel Ordinances, then: thoſe 


who will not lay aſide the Practice, when they 


may, ſo far chooſe the Continuance of ſuch 
Contempt. 


Now, that Reading may not only be fipoſed 
to be, but really is, at leaſt, one Cauſe or Occa- 


ſion of ſuch Contempt, is evident do me, — 
I conſider, 5 


That, even ſuppoſing the Spirit of God, did 
ſometimes own that Method, for the Converſion 
of a Sinner, here and there, Experience con- 
vinces me, that this 'awakened Sinner will ſoon 
leave the Moral-Reader for the Chrift-Reader, 
and next t the Chriſt- Reader for the Chrift-Preagher 3 ; 


and 


a 


and when he cannot find the Chrif-Preacher 
takes ſuch Meaſures to get one, as are frequently 
deſtructive of all Order and Decency : And when 


he procures one at this Expenſe, is preſently 
poſſeſs'd of a difreliſh to all regularly ordain*d 


Miniſters, becauſe all ſuch read their Sermons, 
That this is the Caſe with many Thouſands in 
England, we all know; and what little, low, 
and deſpiſable Notions, this Conduct and Caſe 
give to the unthinking Multitude, of Goſpel. 


Miniſtrations in general, we know alſo: And 
what fatal Influence theſe Notions have on the 


Lives of Thouſands more, we may know too. 


On the other Hand, ſuppoſing the Spirit * 


Gop did not acknowledge and bleſs the reading 
Practice, for Reaſons already mentioned; in that 


caſe, Reading to the Hearers, becomes the Savour 


of Death unto Death; which Savour of Death 
would in general diſeover itſelf, by Immorality 
in Life and Impiety in Heart, particularly by a 
| ſecret Diſguſt to the publick and ſtated Means of 
Grace: And, that theſe Harbingers of Death 


are univerſally viſible, under the reading Method, 


1s undeniable, Yea further, 


Suppoſing the Spirit of God did neither bleſs 


or curſe it; it is plain, that of itſelf, it is not 
the natural Way of addreſſing the Hearers 1 
che Goſpel; and, they are the leſs attentive, by 
how arch Reading is the leſs natural Way 
of Addreſs, than Preaching ; and their Im- 


preſſions of the Things read, are the leſs lively, 


by how much their Attention is ſo; and their 
Knowledge and Practice of divine Things, are 
in Proportion to their Impreſſions of them: 
_ by how math. the leſs their Knowledge 


and 


INS 
and Practice of Chriſtianity are, their Impiety 
and Immorality are ſtill the more. If therefore, 


Reading the Goſpel, is not the natural Way of 


_ - publiſhing it, as really it is not, how can one 

help judging, that it has, does, and will termi- 
nate in Evil, Tho? in the mean Time it may 
occur, that Irreligion obtains in ſeveral Na- 


tions, where the Practice of Reading Sermons is 
look'd on as diſgraceful z which indeed is very 
true, even where the Practice of Reading 


Prayers is diſgraceful too, But then, when I 


conſider, that Immorality, Impiety, and Indif- 


ferency in the Matters of God and Souls, reign 


not ſo univerſally, nor in ſuch awful Degrees, 
with ſuch Impunity and Freedom, in any Pro- 
teſtant Nation on the Face of the Earth, as in ours, 
and that there are other Cauſes of that Irreligion 
In thoſe Nations, which are not to be found with 


us, I can't help inferring, that there muſt needs 


be ſome peculiar Cauſes of the ſupernumerary 
' Inſtances of Irreligion in this Nation; and there- 
fore forc*d to enquire, Whence do ſuch Cauſes 


or Occaſions of Evil proceed? From the 


People, or from the Clergy ? Not from the 


People, becauſe in Spirituals they are not the 
| Fountains of Good or Evil to the Clergy, 


but the Clergy to them; and the People of 
England being as ſuſceptible of Good and Evil 
as their Neighbours, are morally Good or Evil, 


according to the good and evil Examples ſet be- 


fore them: And in regard there are ten viſible 


. Evils among them, for one viſible Good, there 


muſt needs be ten Occaſions of Evil given them, 


for one good Example; and if ſuch occaſions 
of Evil are afforded by their Teacher's pub- 


lick 
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lick Miniſtrations, then the People will have that 


Conception of Squl, and Conduct in Life, which 


immediately relate to the publick Means of 
Grace, thereby infected and poiſoned: And. 
notwithſtanding any Exception of Individuals; TH 
| LF or bad, chis Obſervation did, and .will 


old in the general, that as the People are 


good or Oh! in Proportion as the Generality of 
their Clergy. are ſo; ſo they are hot, cold, or 
indifferent, in any particular Inſtance in which 
their Clergy are ſo. And if it ſhould appear 


to the People, that the Practice of reading Notes 


carries an inactive, lazy, and indifferent Air 


with it, whether they complain of it or not, 


it will follow, that by a ſecret Analogy, the 


religious Diſpoſition of their Spirits, and con- 


ſequently their Conduct in Life, relating to pub- 
lick Ordinances, will be lazy and inactive too. 


And that the Practice of reading Notes car- 


Ii6 ſuch an Air with it, will appear, if a Per- 
lion but conſults his own natural Notions of that 
Figure a Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould caſt in Pulpit, 


and that Appearance which a Reader really 
makes, For, 


To ſee a Man, who ſhould ſtand in the 


room of Chriſt as a choſen Ambaſſador, ſpeak- 

ing out his Meſſage to the People, as a Man 
ſpeaketh to his Friend, with all the Freedom 

and Boldneſs, with all the decent Demonſtra- 
tions of inward Life and Concern, that an Em- 
baſſy of the moſt awful Conſequence required, 
not 6 his own Thoughts, not ſpeaking 
his own Words, not gratifying his own Hu- 


mour, not fearing the Face of Man; pleaſing 
as well as perſonating the Redeemer of Souls, 


by 


151 


by breathing out his own, taking Heaven by 
jolence, bidding Defiance to Hell, and Fare- 
wel to Earth, and preparing his People for the 
glorious appearing of the great Gop : I ſay, to 
fee ſuch a Man pitifully bow*d down, folded on 
a2 Cuſhion, ſteady as a Statue, eyeing his Notes, 


wearing a pair of Glaſſes on his Feet, his Hands 


engaged in his Papers, or pointing by Turns 
at ſomething, he ſees not what, ſpeaking to 


a People he is afraid to look in the Face, 
or ſpeaking rather to his Papers, as the leſs im- 


: mediate Way of addreſſing his Been z ſeeming 


careful only how to pronounce his written Pe- 
riods, without Offence to his own or their Ears, 


with the ſame View that a School-Boy reads his 
Leſſon; conveys to a thinking Man, as lively 


Ideas of Sloth and Awkwardneſs, as he can well 
expect to have among the Sons of Men. Hence 
| then ſteals in 75 the Minds of the Hearers, 


whether they will or not, ſuch a heavy languid 
Eaſineſs of Spirit, as bears an analogous Propor- 
tion to the Miniſter's Conduct. And tho' to 
the Praiſe of unmerited Grace, we muſt ſay that 
the Reader's Spirit is not at all Times ſo in- 
active before God, as his Poſture before Men 


would repreſent him, nor is every Hearet ſo 
lifeleſs as the Occaſion tends to make him, 
Yet one Swallow makes no Summer, That the 
Practice in its own Nature has a Tendency. to 


introduce a formal, lazy, lifeleſs and eaſy Face 


; on the awful Concerns of a future World, is | 


: plain in Obſervation. 


For my own Part, I can \ ſay; ! in ſad Experi- 


ence, that to me the very Notion of the Mini- 
ſter's lazy Figure, renders the otherwiſe great 


3 and 
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and important Subject he reads, altogether uſe- 
leſs. And tho? I am apt in this Caſe, to blame 
my own Corruption, yet all my reaſoning Fa- 
culty cannot juſtify the Occaſion given itz which, 
frequently lays me under the ſtrongeſt Temp- 
tation on Lord's Day, to erect my Cloſet to 


my only Place of Worſhip : And if this is not | 


only my Caſe, but of many Thouſands, who 
would not be thought void of an inward Attach- 
ment to publick Ordinances, how irreligious 
muſt the State of thoſe be, who have no higher 
Inducement to attend them, than the publick 
ſcriptural Conduct of their Miniſter, I ſubmr to 
your candid and impartial Judgment. But tho? 


4 this lazy Method ſhould be no Occaſion of Evil 


to the Hearers, I think, it expoſes the Miniſter 
| himſelf to a State of leſs Uſefulneſs than other- 

wiſe he might have been, For, 
By a flaviſh Confinement to Paper, and Dit. 
uſe of Memory, he quite unqualifies himſelf to 
preach on any accidental Occaſion. He would 
do it, if he had his Notes, but neither the Time, 
the Nature of the Occaſion, or even Decency 
will permit him to have them; and therefore, 
loſes that Opportunity of ſerving his Lord. 
Yea, what if any Diſorder ſhould affect his Eyes, 
in Youth or old Age? Will he preach Chriſt 
without his Eyes, or at leaſt without a Pair of 
Glaſſes? No: He will no longer draw a Sickle 
in the Harveſt, though the Lord of the Harveſt 
ſhould not deprive him of Life, Reaſon, Tongue, 
or Strength of Body, but quit the Field like 
a lazy Coward, before he is called from it. 
Yea, further, he is, on his ordinary Occaſions, 
equally liable to being ulcleſs, What if by ſome 


unfore- I Eb 


„„ 
unforeſeen Accident, he happen'd to drop his 
Notes, between his Chamber and his Church, 
or by Forgetfulneſs, leave them behind him? 


The Misfortune ſhould not only render him no 
Miniſter for that Week, but the very Notion of 


his Diſappointment, occaſion'd. by a culpable 


Practice, ſhould provoke the Grief of ſome, and 
the Mirth of others. 


There was a Diſſenting Miniſter, not far from 


3 London, who, as he went to Meeting, happen'd 


by Neglect to leave his Notes on his Cloſet 


8 Table; a Servant, who did not affect his Ma- : 


ſter's reading Method, fumbled them among ſome 


Rubbiſh in a Corner of the Room, and went 
his way. The Miniſter miſſing his Sermon, 


whiſper'd the Pew-Opener to fetch it, while he 


| was praying; the Man went, and ſearched for a 


full Hour, but could not find it; the Miniſter 


Ln E all the Time, with the Avocation of ſome 


onging Glances at the Door for the Pew- 
Opener; when he prayed himſelf out of Breath, 
and the People out of Patience, he ſat down, 


wearied: At length, the Man appear'd, but no 


Sermon; after ſome Minutes painful Reflection, 


he roſe up, and plainly told the Congregation, 


that the Sermon was loſt, and therefore they 


were to have none that Day; but withal promi- 


ſed, if the Sermon ſhould be found, that he 


would cauſe it to be printed for their Inſtruction, 
and never preach by Notes again. I wiſh from 


my Heart, that every Sermon - Reader ſhould 
meet with ſuch a uſeful Diſappointment, in order 


| to make him more uſeful, and preyent Diſap- 


n of a more dangerous Nature. 


Do: For 
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For, any Practice in Religion, not warranted 
by Scripture, by primitive Churches, and by 
religious Nations, not founded in Reaſon, not 
anſwering any valuable Purpoſe, with regard to 
the being or well-being of the Church of Gop, 
muſt incvitably be attended with Conſequences 
- hurtful in ſome Senſe to Miniſters, hurtful to 
the People, and offenſive to Gop. However, 
let my Notzon of reading Notes be what it will, 
I is id Uſe,. and therefore will find Advocates 
for it: And tho? I believe none of them will 
agree with a certain young Divine, who lately 
: told me, that Chriſt read his Sermons, yet they 
W be apt to ſay, 
That it is a Matter of Indifferency, being 
© forbidden i in Scripture, If ordinary Scripture 
Examples imply a Prohibition of any Practice 


cContrary to ſuch Examples, then reading Notes 
Js forbidden, and that Scripture Examples 1 


ſo, is admitted by all Chriſtian Divines, and I 
hope. it will be admitted alſo, that all Scrip- 
ture Examples of preaching, are of preaching 
without Notes, conſequently preaching with 
Notes muſt be forbidden, and therefore not 
indifferent: Beſides, if this Argument were good, 
1 might by a Parity of Reaſon, turn my Back 
to the People, and my Face to the oppolite 
Point, and preach in that Poſture, which cer- 


tainly were a very unſcriptural, unedifying, in- FE 


decent Way of it: And it ſhould be a very | 
' provoking Argument in Defence of it, that il 
was not forbidden. f 
2. That there is no Difference with reſpect 
10 Conſequences, between reading a Sermon, 
and preaching it Word for Word, after com- 


mitting 
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mitting it to Memory, I don't think it ve 
- practicable for the ſtrongeſt Memory to ! 


from Pulpit cvery Sentence, Phraſe and Far- 
ticle that he has writ in his Cloſet, but will 


undoubtedly miſs ſome ſtale Thoughts, and a- 
dopt freſh ones in their room. But tho? he were 


diſpoſed to confine himſelf, and could really do 
it to a Particle, even in that Caſe, he will act. 


his Part with greater Grace, Life, Earneſtneſs 


and natural Freedom, than if he read ; and what- 
cver Benefit his own Soul may receive, ſurely 


his preaching is the more likely to be attend- 


ed with a Bleſſing to the Hearers, who know- 
not whether the Miniſter confin'd himſelf or 
not, for of the internal Mode and Spring of 
his Thoughts, they are no Judges but of what 
they hear and ſee: And it is certain alſo, that 
the Miniſter lies the more in the Way of di- 
vine Influences, by how much the more his Soul, 
in which by Application he has treaſur'd up 
his Matter, is the more proper Object of Grace, 
than Paper, But ſtill, the beſt Way of decid- 


in this Caſe is, for any that doubts It, to make 
the Experiment. 
3. That in regard the Memory i is treacherous, 


apt to miſgive, it is more ſafe to read, than 

commit all to 17. It is not neceſſary, I think, 
to commit to Memory every Word which one 
would preach, but the general and particular 


Heads, with the Scripture Quotations that ſerye 


to prove them; a Perſon who with that Store in 


Memory, back*d with Meditation and Prayer, 


cannot regularly, judiciouſly and piouſly ſpeak 


for a half Hour, ought never, in my Opinion, 


to > preach : And a Perſon whoſe Memory is 


naturally 


[ 30] 
naturally not ſtrong enough to retain the Heads 
of a ſhort Diſcourſe, I am apt to conclude, 
was not deſigned: by Nature or Grace to be a 
Miniſter. True it is, that a formal. Harrangue, 
conſiſting of Senecal pithy moral Sentences, pe- 


riodical Flights, numerous ſmooth Cadences, 
pointed Phraſes, and pick*d Words, calculated 


do pleaſe the Ear and tickle the F ancy, does 


no more command the Memory, than it mends 
the Heart; but if a Perſon would renew the 
Heart, and reform the Life, he ſhould do well 
to uſe, not what Seneca, Cicero and Plato have 


| ſpoke from Earth, but what the Son of GO 


has ſpoken from Heaven, which beſides the Ad- 
vantage it carries to Souls, being fitted in the 
Methods of Grace for their Uſe, will be of 
double Advantage to the Preacher, as it is na- 


turally calculated for his Memory, and as the 


Promiſe is paſt in Faithfulneſs, to bring to his 
Remembrance whatſoever neceſſary Truth the 
Lox» himſelf hath ſpoken. 


4. That the Age is critical, polite, ind withal _ 


ill-natur'd, ready to improve the leaſt Slip in 
Matter, Manner or Expreſſion, to the Diſadyan- : 
tage of a Miniſter's Character. True enough; 
but it is not therefore true, that a Miniſter of 
Chriſt ſhould on that Account abandon the 
good Example of his Maſter, to humour his 
Enemies; for if they are really Friends, they 
will not ſcruple to put up with the Scripture 
Manner of Preaching : Beſides I cannot conceive, 
why a judicious experienc*d and otherwiſe elo- 
quent Miniſter, ſhould have a diſtinct Method, 
noble Matter, polite Manner, and proper Ex- 
preſſion with * and be always capable to 
blunder 
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blunder without them, , Further I would beg 


Leave to aſk, How a Preacher comes to knoẽ- 


that preaching without Notes will ſubject him to 


Blunders, has he ever preached without them to 


know this by Experience? No: Yea, where are 


they that do it, excepting a few preaching Me- 
chanicks, who poor Things, are apt to blunder 
whether they read or preach, and yet ſeem to be 
better qualified by rough Senſe, and plain Grace 
to edify Souls than many polite Readers: But 
let a Miniſter lay aſide his Notes, and put his 


_ Conjecture in Theory to Trial in Fact, and then 


; calmly judge; I would in ſuch a Cale promiſe, 
he will have as tolerable an Opinion of  him- 
ſelf, and 1o will the Age, as if he had read 
every Word, I am ſure he can't judge him- 


ſelf below a Lawyer at the Bar, who can | 


noble Senſe in a polite agreeable Manner for a 
full Hour, and not read a Word; and I am 
equally perſuaded, that the Judges on the Bench, 
who may be ſuppoſed the Standards of the Na- 
tion for Teaſt. don't ſhift their Ears upon 
Lord's Days as they do their Shirts. It is to 
me very ſurpriſing, that the critical Vein of the 
Nation ſhould cow the Clergy to their Papers, 


and leave all other publick Speakers at Free- 


dom. However, ſuppoſing two or three femi- 
nine Fops, or maſculine Coquets, ſhould make 
a Man an Offender for a Word, is he to croſs 
the good Example of Thouſands, and offend 

Thouſands more, with a View to gratify the 


little-ſoul'd Triflers. 


g. That none but Laymen preach 3 f 
Notes. I ſhould be heartily ſorry if, of all 
Denominations of — in England, Lay 
Preach- 
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Preachers alone, had Scripture, Reaſon, Anti- 
quity, and the univerſal Practice of all Chri- 
ſtian Nations, of their Side, in the Particular 
of Preaching. But ſuppoſing, not granting, that 
the Caſe were ſo, will Laymen's being void of 
the Scripture Miſſion, make their Scripture 
| Method of Preaching unſcriptural ? Or will thoſe 


who have the Scripture Miſſion, conceal the na- 


tural Way of publiſhing the Goſpel, merely 
| becauſe the others happen to ſhow it? There 
vas a certain Lady who made a Practice of vail- 
ing her Face, leſt the Chamber- Maid ſhould be 
thought more beauriful than her Miſtreſs; all 
Perſons admir'd the Maid's Face which was 


always viſible, and of her Lady's Face knew 


nothing, but the unnatural Covering : Whereas 
if her Face had been expoſed, beſides her natural 

Beauty, which equal'd that of her Maid, ſhe had 
many ſuperior Qualifications to recommend her. 
lam really of Opinion, that the Exiſtence of Lay- 

Preachers, is greatly owing to the reading Courſe 
of the regular Clergy. What can poor Creatures 
do, when by ſome bleſt Providence, they be- 
come poſſeſs'd of a ſolicitous Concern for their 

Souls, and the awful Intereſts of a future World ; 
and ſee thoſe Matters, which to them are dear 
as Life, figur'd out Weekly before their Eyes, 
and read in a viſibly unconcerned Manner, as if 
there was nothing at all in Preaching, but a 
Weekly rational Paper Charm, to keep Society 
in order: I ſay, what can they do, but look out 

for private Chriſtians, who, they think, will 


ſpeak the Reality of the Things of God, with 
the due Concern of Soul; even tho? they ſhould 


happen, as they frequently do, to pitch upon 
. JJ 
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perſons of little Knowledge and leſs Grace, at 


the Expence of Peace and Order: Craving Sto- 
machs muſt have Food, tho? it ſhould happen 


to be ill dreſsd. But let the reputed ſound 


Clergyman, embrace the Layman's ſound Man- 
ner; and then I dare ſay, he ſhall have many 
Who are now Lay-Hearers, to be Sharers of his 
more ſound Matter and Manner: Becauſe no 


longer can it be faid, that Laymen are the only 


Preachers in England. 


0 


well agreeable to the People as to the Clergy. 


It is true, that Time and Cuſtom, make the 
Bulk of the Nation fit under it, without grum- 
bling; and it is true alſo, that the fame Time 


and Cuſtom, with ſome other culpable Circum- 


z | ſtances, make the one half of them ſit at Home 
on Lord's Days, without Preaching, Praying or 
T Reading, nor a Thought about either: And it 


is likely to be true alſo, if God prevents not, 
that as much again of the ſame Time and 


Cuſtom, Cc. will make the other half ſtay at 


Home with their Neighbours, and permit their 
Miniſters to read to dead Walls, as they deadly 


read to dead Souls before: And yet it cannot be 


true, that Reading is more agreeable to a think- 
ing People than Preaching, becauſe it is contrary 


to the Nature of Things, to common Senſe, and 


to the univerſal Experience of Mankind, that 


they can retain as much of the one as of the 
other, having not ſuch lively Impreſſions of what 


15 read, as of that which is ſpoke with the Ear- 


neſtneſs of a Man ſpeaking to his Friend; and 


being poſſeſs'd of Souls naturally deſirous of 
E Know- 


6. That Reading having received a anion N 
om Iime and Cuſtom, is now become as 
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Knowledge, and whoſe Knowledge i is more on 


leſs, according as the Images of Things in their 
Souls are ſo, and the Fruits of whoſe Knowledge, 


with Reſpect to God, to themſelves, and to 
their Fellow Creatures, are lively or faint, in 


proportion as their Knowledge (or Notions of 


Things) is ſo. That reading is agreeable to 
the os no Body doubts ; but not I ſup- 
Fr on account of any ſuperior Excellency in 
it: However the Queſtion is, Whether on that 
ame account it is pleaſing to their Lord and 
Maſter ? If it is, Why did not he himſelf, when 
a Miniſter here on Earth, or any of his im- 
mediate Succeſſors, practice it? And why does 
be not wow own and bleſs it? If it is not, 
its being pleaſing to Miniſters, is ſo far from 
being an Argument in Favour of it, that it 
argues a Difference in that Particular between 
their Lord and them, which ſhould be an Ar- 
gument with them for laying it aſide. Yea tho* 
it could be ſuppoſed a Circumſtance that neither 
plcas'd or diſpleas'd Him, which in my Opinion 
is impoſſible 3 yet I would judge it a Piece of ra- 
tional Conduct to drop it, at leaſt for ſome time, 
and try whether the plain Scripture Way of it, 
will he attended with more Succels : For a Trial 


can do no Harm, 
* That reading frees the Miniſter 0 Fear: 


Whit Fear ? Is it the Fear of Men ? His Ges 
expreſly forbids him to be afraid of their Faces, 
becauſe the Fear of Man bringeth a Snare, What 

is it in Man that could make me fear Him, While ON 


t ſtand in CurisT's room, endeavouring in 


5 Sincerity to think, to ſpeak, to act as he did "i 
It 15. not worth while for either the F 
or 


[ 35 ] 
or Smiles of my Fellow-Creatures, to alter one 
Circumſtance of my Meſſage from Gop, or one 
Step of my Journey to Glory, — Gop will re- 
ſtrain the Remainder of their Wrath, and ſhortly 
| bury them and their Anger in the Grave = 
Their Mony, Favours and tempting Smiles ht 
periſh with them — He that feeds the Ravens, 
will feed me with Food convenient for me — I'll 
want no Mony when I appear before the Loxyd 
{| Jesvs, But if it is a Fear of Stumbling, it is 
certainly commendable, not only in Pulpit, but 
on all other Occaſions; leſt by the criminal 


his People offended, their own Hands weaken'd, 
and their Conſciences wounded : And yet I can- 
not apprehend why ſuch Fear ſhould prevail 
' | with our Clergy, to hide in a Napkin the Scrip- 
tural Talent of Preaching; while all other Pro- 
| teſtant Nations occupy it, with a Dependence 
upon the promiſed Direction into all Truth *till 
the Lok cometh. 5 % OB. 
8. That God will convince, convert and ſave 
his People, whether by Reading or Preaching. 
It is true, God will find out his People, he know- 
| eth who are his; but this ſpeculative Truth ought 
not to influence the Conduct of Miniſters or 
others, to a Diminution from, an Addition to, 
or Alteration of any Circumſtance of reveaPd 
Duty, becauſe Gop being. un/earchable in bis 
n  Fudgments, and in bis Ways paſt finding out; his 
I Knowledge is not the Rule of our Conduct, but 
15 Knowledge we have, or ought to have of 


Vf.. 


= Eſcapes of Preachers, God ſhould be diſhonoured, . 
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9. That there are eminent and pious Men, 
who love and uſe the reading Method, That 
there are great and good Men who read their | 
Sermons, I acknowledge, and bleſs the Lon 


that there are ſuch excellent ones in the Earth; 


but ſure I am, that the additional Circumſtance 
of reading their Notes, gives no additional Pro-; 
. 5 to the Pleaſure of the Lo RD in their 
Finally, It will be ſaid that I not on 
my Labour, but expoſe myſelf to the ill-wilt 
of many, by writing this Tract. As for my 
Labour, tho? it ſhould not have the delign'd | 
Effect, it cannot be loſt, becauſe I leave it | 
with the Lox p, let him accept it or refuſ» | 
itt, I am fatisfied he will remember it. Anc | 
as to expoſing myſelf to the Diſlike of many . 
the many Fooliſh, the many Graceleſs, the many | 
roud and unfaithful, I value not: The many 


— 


their own; and tho* they ſhould love what 


I diſlike, they muſt not hate me therefore, be- 


- cauſe they and I are to meet ſhortly beyond 
the Streams of Jordan, where all our Diffe- 


rences will be accommodated without Corrup-- 
tion and Strife, ſeeing more clearly under the 
Beams of our Sun of Righteouſneſs in his own | 
Land: And if they ſhould ſmite me while 
we are yet on our Way, I will % them, 
fay, and promiſe on my Part, Let the Righ- | 
teous ſmite me, it ſhall be 4 Kindneſs, and let 


bim reprove me, it fhall be an excellent Oil, 


which ſhall not break my Head: For yet my | 


Prayer 


y loſe 1 


Faithful, the many Gracious will judge it my | 
Duty to be Faithful, as they judge it to be 
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"th $, Now Reverend and Dear Sir I have laid 
before you what occur'd to me, in Relation 
to the Practice of reading Notes; if you 
apprehend I have ſaid any Thing unbecom- 
- ing the Spirit of Chriſt, pra 
+ M 7 me, becauſe indeed 1. id not deſign 


it. Tf you think that what 1 have ſaid does 
= Gor en againſt Reading, I beg you 
would ſhew me what conclu les for 1 it, and 2 


oblige R. D. 5. 
a Yours, "Th 
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